
Hazardous Waste Stream Guidelines: Segregating and Combining Wastes into Containers 
This chart provides guidance on how to segregate or combine various chemicals into common waste streams typically generated in FSU’s research laboratories. 

This chart is not all inclusive, always contact EH&S staff if you feel uncomfortable or have any questions! 
*Please note that Universal Wastes such as motor oil, paint, batteries are not included on this list 

 
DO NOT COMBINE WASTES DENOTED WITH          ANY OTHER WASTE TYPES 

 

• Always wear appropriate PPE (gloves, safety goggles, lab coat, proper clothing) • Do not overfill containers (leave 1” headspace) 

• Always label container with contents, warning symbol and date. • Keep containers closed except when adding waste 

 
 

Contaminated Trash/Spill Material 
*Saturated or heavily soiled debris, paper, 

gloves, etc. 
Note: Most gloves are NOT heavily 

contaminated and go in regular trash 

Filter Media/Drying Agents 
Silica gel, Celite, Sodium/Magnesium Sulfate 

 
 
 

Electrophoresis Gels 
 

Other waste streams     
examples 

 
 

Formalin, Aqueous Paraformaldehyde 
*Blood fixed with Formaldehyde 

 

 
Organic Solvents 

 
 

Activated Carbon 
Carbon from glove boxes, etc. Collect 

separately in trash bag. 
 
 
 

Halogenated Solvents: Dichloromethane, 
Chloroform, Bromine, etc. 

 

 
Liquid Waste 

 

Aqueous Stains (Coomassie, etc.) 

>10% Halogen Content 

 
 

Acid 
Waste 

 

 Oxidizer        
Waste 

 
 

Neutralized Aqueous 
Wastes/Buffers/Etc. 

Base 
Waste 

 
Non-Halogenated Solvent: Acetone, 

Acetonitrile, Hexane, Ethyl Acetate, 
Ethanol, Methanol, Toluene, THF, etc. 

<10% Halogen Content 

 
 
 
 

Conc. 

Oils (Pump Oil, Solvent Contaminated Oils) 
*Motor oil is separate universal waste stream 
 
 

Aqua 
Acids Piranha Regia 

 
Chemical  
Waste or 

Contaminated 
Material 

 
Solid Waste 

Aqua Regia, Piranha, oxidizing and 
off-gassing solutions 

Require vent cap containers! 

Contact EH&S with any  questions  
EH&S 850.644.7682 or 850.644.0971 

 
Email: ehs@fsu.edu 

Chemical Waste Pickup: 
https://www.safety.fsu.edu/sections/wastepickup.php 

 
*If item is in original 

chemical bottle, please 
leave item as is* 
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